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Quality Indicator: Play, Learning and Developing

	
Themes:

· Children’s Engagement
· Quality of Interactions
· Child-Centred Planning and Assessment


	Play. Learning and Developing  is a Care Inspectorate Quality Indicator (Q.I).
	

	Children’s Engagement

This quality indicator focuses on children’s right to play, emphasising that they should have fun, experience joy and have high-quality play and learning experiences indoors and outdoors. It is essential that children are meaningfully and actively involved in leading their own play and learning.

Quality of Interactions

There is an expectation that staff understand how playing helps children develop skills for life and learning. Interactions, experiences and spaces should successfully enrich play and learning, taking into account the individual needs, interests and development of each child. Children should make sustained progress in their learning through responsive planning approaches.

Child-Centred Planning and Assessment

The indicator highlights the importance of staff using observations effectively to recognise and extend children's knowledge, understanding, skills and achievements. These should inform next steps in planning to support children's development, learning and wellbeing, enabling them to progress well. Staff should skilfully engage in quality, child-led interactions, using a balance of comments and developmentally appropriate questions to enhance and extend children’s thinking. Children are supported to recognise, enjoy and celebrate their successes.








	Children Play and Learn

	Quality Indicator: 
Play, Learning and Developing
	Theme:
Children’s Engagement

	Challenge Questions:   (Highlight Challenge Question being evaluated)

· How well do we support and encourage children’s natural curiosity, creativity and problem solving?
· What approaches are we using to promote children’s developing skills over a broad range of areas, such as emotional and social development, emergent language skills, literacy and numeracy?
· How can children be supported to have confidence in leading their own learning?


	How are we doing?
	How do we know?
Evidence/Indicators
	What are we going to do now?
Next Steps for Improvement
	Person Responsible
	Due Date

	(Highlight where appropriate)

6)  Excellent,
5)  Very Good,
4)  Good, 
3)  Adequate,
2)  Weak, 
1)  Unsatisfactory

	
	
	
	

	Impact of improvements
	





	Date and Signature


	Additional Comments:







	Children Play and Learn

	Quality Indicator: 
Play, Learning and Developing
	Theme:
Quality of Interactions

	Challenge Questions:   (Highlight Challenge Question being evaluated)

· How do we ensure we keep up to date with relevant theory and demonstrate how our understanding of child development supports high-quality play and learning experiences?
· How do we ensure our approach to children’s needs recognises the independent thoughts and feelings of children as individuals?
· How do we approach support for children to develop their thinking and problem-solving skills?


	How are we doing?
	How do we know?
Evidence/Indicators
	What are we going to do now?
Next Steps for Improvement
	Person Responsible
	Due Date

	(Highlight where appropriate)

6)  Excellent,
5)  Very Good,
4)  Good, 
3)  Adequate,
2)  Weak, 
1)  Unsatisfactory

	
	
	
	

	Impact of improvements
	




	Date and Signature


	Additional Comments:








	Children Play and Learn

	Quality Indicator: 
Play, Learning and Developing
	Theme:
Child-Centred Planning and Assessment

	Challenge Questions:   (Highlight Challenge Question being evaluated)

· How well do we support staff in undertaking their role in planning for and evaluating children’s progress?
· How effective are our processes to evaluate children’s development, progress and achievements? How well does this information gathered about children’s progress inform our planning and reporting to parents/carers and others?
· How do we maximise opportunities for children to be challenged, creative and engaged in their play and learning?


	How are we doing?
	How do we know?
Evidence/Indicators
	What are we going to do now?
Next Steps for Improvement
	Person Responsible
	Due Date

	(Highlight where appropriate)

6)  Excellent,
5)  Very Good,
4)  Good, 
3)  Adequate,
2)  Weak, 
1)  Unsatisfactory

	
	
	
	

	Impact of improvements
	




	Date and Signature


	Additional Comments:
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